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Fine Art Standards 

 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

D. Visual Art 

 Students Will: 

1. Distinguish innovative applications of the elements of art and principles of design in 

visual artworks from diverse cultural perspectives and identify specific cross-cultural 

themes. 

2. Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as 

stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks. 

 

 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and 

influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 A. History of the Arts and Culture 

Students Will: 

1. Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures 

throughout history. 

2. Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on 

societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras. 

 

1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

 D. Visual Art 

Students Will: 

1. Synthesize the elements of art and principles of design in an original portfolio of two- 

and three-dimensional artworks that reflects personal style and a high degree of technical 

proficiency and expressivity. 

2. Produce an original body of artwork in one or more art mediums that demonstrates 

mastery of visual literacy, methods, techniques, and cultural understanding. 

3. Organize an exhibit of personal works of visual art that convey a high level of 

understanding of how the expression of ideas relates to the art media, art mediums, and 

techniques used. 

4. Analyze the syntax and compositional and stylistic principles of two- and three-

dimensional artworks in multiple art media (including computer-assisted artwork), and 

interpret themes and symbols suggested by the artworks. 

5. Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and historically 

diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles by creating an 

original body of work. 
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1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, 

music, theatre, and visual art. 

 A. Aesthetic Responses 

Students Will: 

1. Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to 

discern the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

2. Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing 

embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis. 

3. Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts 

disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, 

craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the 

works. 

4. Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, 

and kinesthetic responses to artwork. 

 

 B. Critique Methodologies 

Students Will: 

1. Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 

observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate 

works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural 

contexts and historical eras. 

2. Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a 

work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may 

impact perceptions of its significance/meaning. 

3. Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of 

technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and 

performers around the world. 
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ART I 

Grades 9-12 
 

Length of course:  Full year (5 credits) 

Pre-requisites:  None 

 

Description of course: 

 

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the fundamentals of art and design.  

Students will be involved with new materials, new processes, design skill, drawing, color, and 

composition.  They will be given awareness to the role which art exhibits in their everyday 

activities. 

 

Proficiencies: 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the students will be able to: 

 

 Understand a broader variety of art materials and techniques. 

 Relate art to students’ everyday activities. 

 Provide opportunities for art expression for students’ recreational activities. 

 Learn and appreciate artists – Impressionistic Period.   

 Explore the application of design elements and principles in various basic materials. 

 Apply informed judgments as well as personal opinion when responding to works of art.   

 Establish a set of evaluative criteria for assessing personal artwork and the work of 

others.   

 

Content and Material: 

 

I. Drawing 

 

 A. Pencil drawing 

1. Value study 

2. Value scale 

3. Drawing pencils 

a.   Types 

b.   Demonstration of tones 

c.   Pencil strokes and techniques 

4. Study and application of value on basic objects 

5. Projects 

a. Value scales using each drawing pencil 

b.   Several sketches practicing lines and textures 

c. Pencil drawing-layout of scale of still life  

detailing value 

 

B. Pen and Ink  
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 1. Materials  

 2. Strokes, techniques, and textures 

 3. Value 

 4. Projects: 

  a. Practice value scales and varied pen strokes  

   and textures 

  b. Several sketches practicing lines and textures 

  c. Detailed pen and ink drawing 

 

C. Scratchboard  

 1. Preparation of scratchboard 

 2. Line strokes and textures 

 3. Value 

 4. Materials 

 5. Project: One scratchboard etching 

 

D. Pastel Drawing  

 1. Materials 

 2. Pastel application 

 3. Techniques 

 4. Value 

 5. Color 

 6. Project: 

  a. Several practice sketches 

  b. Completed pastel 

 

E. Charcoal  

 1. Types of charcoal 

 2. Techniques 

 3. Value 

 4. Project: Charcoal drawing 

 

F. Black and White Design 1. Positive and negative design 

 2. Counterchange 

 3. Planning and cutting procedure/Painting procedure 

4. Project: Black and white design showing intersecting shapes and 

forms (CONSTRUCTION PAPER FOLLOW-UP PROJECT, if needed) 

 

 G. * REQUIRED*  

  1. Draw a self-portrait or portrait (repeat in Advanced    

  classes) 

  2. Draw a still-life (repeat in Advanced classes)  

3. Create an abstraction – simple – (repeat in Advanced classes) 

4. In a drawing include special illusion and rules of perspective 

 

II. Painting 
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 A. Color Theory  

  1. Color chart 

  2. Hue and intensity 

  3. Value 

   a. Tints 

   b. Shades 

  4. Warm and cool colors 

  5. Grays 

  6. Analogous colors 

  7. Monochromatic schemes 

  8. Projects:  Completion of color projects relating to each  

   of the above 

 

 B. Abstract Art (PICASSO) 

  1. Discuss theory 

  2. Stylization 

  3. Simplification 

  4. Content, form, and design 

  5. Color 

  6. Demonstrate planning of an abstract study  

  7. Materials: Tempera 

  8. Project: Abstraction of any realistic theme  

 

 C. Optical Designs –  

  1. Samples of optical designs 

  2. Explanations of Optical Art  

  3. Depth perception 

   a. Repeated pattern 

   b. Color 

   c. Size and spaces 

   d. Shapes 

  4. Line movement 

  5. Project: One optical design illustrating depth and 

   movement 

 

 D. Painting Techniques  

  1. Impressionism 

  2. Expressionism 

  3. Abstract 

  4. Non-objective 

  5. Realistic or naturalistic 

  6. Pop or op 

 

 E. Project: Painting demonstrating the use of each instructed  

  area 
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 F. * REQUIRED * 

  1. Create a color wheel 

  2. Create paintings using tempera and acrylics 

 

III. Sculpture  

 

 A. Papier-mache 

 B. Wire 

 C. Cardboard 

 D. Project:  two sculpted designs 

 E. *REQUIRED* 

1. Usage of papier-mache/wire/cardboard/wood to create * TWO * 

sculptures  
 

IV. Art History  

 A. Impressionism 

  1. Definition 

  2. Background history 

  3. Artists – lines and paintings 

   a. Monet 

   b. Renoir 

   c. Degas 

   d. Pissaro 

   e. Cassatt 

   f. Picasso 

   g. Sisley 

   h. Rodin  

   i. Lautric 

   j. Turner 

   k. Whistler 
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 B. Post Impressionism  

  1. Definition  

  2. Artists   

   a. Seurat 

   b. Cezanne 

   c. Van Gogh 

   d. Guaguin 

   e. Rousseau 

 

 C. Project: Written report pertaining to subject matter studied in 

  Art History unit  

 

 D. Art I-IV: Students will research literature on censorship/ 

  Analyze pros and cons of public opinion/Defending one side 

   

  1. Project: Art from student’s ethnic background/ 

make-up 

 

V. Introduce Printmaking (as an Art form) 

 

 A. Recognize and define basic current techniques for making 

  prints 

 

B. Describe historical prints and techniques, which have influenced contemporary 

printmaking  

 

VI. Commercial Art and Design  

 

Supplementary Material: 

 

 Videotapes, periodicals, art prints, library reference, books, filmstrips. 

 

Bibliography: 

 

 Janson, H.W. and Janson, Dora Jane.  The Picture History of Painting.  Washington 

Square Press, Inc.  New York:  1961. 

 

 Ocvirck, Bone, Stinson, Wigg.  Art Fundamentals:  Theory and Practice.  Wm. C. Brown 

Company, Publishers.  Dubukrque, Iowa. 

 

 Horn, George F.  Art for Today’s Schools.  Davis Publishing Corporation.  Worchester, 

Mass., 1967. 

 

 Beitler, E.J. and Lockhart, B.C.  Design For You.  John and Wiley and Sons.  New York:  

1961 
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 Hurwitz, E.A.  Design:  A Search for Essentials.  International Textbook Company, 

Kutztown, Pennsylvania:  1964. 

 

Evaluation: 

 

Grades will be determined on a letter basis.  Students will be required to take a final 

examination, which will be a culmination of the year’s course of study..  A final grade will be 

determined by the total point average of the four marking periods, and final examinations. 

 

The following areas will determine the student’s final grade: 

 

 1. Teacher-made tests and quizzes. 

 2. Teacher observation of student participation in regular class 

  activities. 

 3. Special student projects, reports, and/or research. 

 4. Student performances on written assignments. 

 5. Homework 

 6. Final exam 

 7. Attendance, as per Board of Education policy. 
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